2017 WWA Writing Conference Speakers

Our 2017 keynote speaker, Kathleen Ernst, is the award-winning bestselling author of
35 books, including fiction and nonfiction for children, teens, and adults. She’s also
the Wisconsin Library Notable Author for 2016. Her Chloe Ellefson mystery, A
Memory of Muskets, was recently read on Wisconsin Public Radio. Her work has
earned numerous honors, including an Emmy for children’s educational
programming, a LOVEY Best Traditional Mystery Award, and an Edgar and multiple
Agatha national mystery award nominations.
Our Friday evening dinner speaker, Jim Higgins, will give a light-hearted talk about
“How to be a Wisconsin Writer.” He’ll share what he learned about Wisconsin writers
while writing his recent book, Wisconsin Literary Luminaries, which features authors
Laura Ingalls Wilder, Aldo Leopold, Jane Hamilton, Lorine Niedecker, and others. Jim
is an entertainment/features editor for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
Our Saturday luncheon speaker, Lisa Vihos, will talk about how poetry can affect social
change. Lisa is Poetry and Arts Editor of Stoneboat Literary Journal and occasional
guest blogger for The Best American Poetry. She is an organizer for 100 Thousand Poets
for Change with poems in Verse Wisconsin, Wisconsin People and Ideas, and more. A
WWA member, Lisa has received two Pushcart Prize nominations.

Authors Barbara M. Britton and Emily Conrad will explain how their
books found homes in the Christian publishing market, offer specific tips
for writing inspirational fiction, and explain what readers want and
expect from authors of Christian fiction. Both are members of American
Christian Fiction Writers.
Christi Craig works by day as a Sign Language Interpreter and moonlights as a writer,
teacher, and editor. Her stories and essays appear online and in print, most recently
in The Drum and Hippocampus Magazine. Christi’s presentation will focus on writing
flash nonfiction. Christi is a WWA member.
Max Garland is author of The Word We Used for It, former Poet Laureate of
Wisconsin, winner of the Brittingham Poetry Prize, and writer-in-residence for UWEau Claire. His presentation will focus on how language drawn from the deepest
levels of human experience helps map the “place” of poems in the world.
Kira Henschel, owner of Henschel Haus Publishing in Milwaukee, will explain how
she works closely with authors to produce timely, high-quality paperback, hardcovers,
e-books, and audiobooks. Imprints of Henschel Haus include Goblin Fern Press,
MavenMark Books, and Three Towers Press.

Lora Hyler, WWA member and owner of Hyler Communication, holds screenplay
awards and participated as an artist-in-residence in France this year. She will talk
about multi-cultural superheroes in her children’s books and how the country’s
changing demographics is challenging authors and publishers of children’s books with
the “audacity” to be more inclusive.
Nancy Martin, author of Patton’s Lucky Scout and WWA member, will lead a
discussion about how to plan and write those very important family tales. Nancy teaches
with UWM’s Osher Lifelong Learning Program, her stories have appeared in
Milwaukee: People, Places, and Traditions, Family Stories from the Attic; and she
appeared in the 2014 production of Listen to Your Mother.
Tom Montag is a Midwestern poet and essayist, a founding contributor at The Pushcart Prize,
and is currently co-editing an anthology of poetry with David Graham. He says poetry is
distinct from prose in that "measure" is one of our concerns. And poetry is found where the
poet grapples with and holds onto some mystery of the universe. Participants in his workshop
are invited to bring one of their poems and re-imagine it using principles he will explain, and
to create and share a new short poem

Joanne Nelson’s extended interactive workshop will focus on creating vivid sensory
detail and structuring compelling narratives in memoir by incorporating an awareness
of the present. Joanne, a WWA member, is the 2017 winner of The Peninsula Pulse’s
Hal Prize in nonfiction; she teaches writing, and her work appears in a variety of
literary journals and anthologies. Come prepared to write, learn, and laugh.
Rex Owens is a WWA board member, radio program host, and author of two books of
historical nonfiction. Rex will offer ideas on combining history and storytelling by
exploring the motives behind life-changing decisions and common themes in the
human journey as well as how and where art and story meet during the process of
writing historical nonfiction.
Lisa Rivero is a writer, book indexer, and the publisher of Hidden Timber Books in
Milwaukee, and a WWA member. Some of her publications include a food and
wellness column, magazine and journal articles, and a blog at Psychology Today.
Lisa’s workshop will focus on creative thinking techniques.
Kim Suhr, WWA Board Member and Director of Red Oak Writing in Milwaukee, will
lead an extended interactive workshop on how to write strong opening lines and what a
first page absolutely must have in order to capture and hold readers. Participants are
encouraged to bring the first page of their manuscript in progress (one double-spaced
page) and are invited to offer helpful feedback to others during the session.
Barry Wightman’s first novel was awarded best fiction from the Independent
Publishers Book Awards. His presentation will focus on how to attract attention from
agents and editors by using character metaphor, tense, style, narrative, rhythm, and
other methods of “amping up” mysteries, literary fiction, or any other genre.

